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Broadband News and Updates 
Federal News 
• NTIA: Digital Inclusion and K-12 Education: The Impact of COVID-19 on Students and Educators 

o  NTIA Updates State Leaders on National Broadband Availability Map Progress 

o NTIA and USDA Hosted HBCU Broadband Funding Webinar Series 

• EDA: Webinar material on strengthen connections between HBCUs and EDA’s ecosystem of programs and regional economic 
development partners 

• FCC: WCB Extends COVID Related Lifeline Program Waivers through Feb. 2021 

o FCC Grants First Licenses in 2.5 GHz Rural Tribal Priority Window 

o FCC Modernizes 5.9 GHz Band to Improve Wi-Fi and Automotive Safety 

o 2019 Broadband Deployment Data Show Digital Divide Is Closing 

o FCC Connected Care Pilot Program Application Window Opened November 6 

o FCC Establishes a 5G Fund for Rural America 

 

• USDA: USDA continues to make funding announcements for its ReConnect Program 

o USDA Forest Service Announces Key Changes to NEPA Procedures 

o Forest Service NEPA Procedures and Guidance 

• Department of Energy: U.S. Department of Energy Provides $65 Million for ‘Connected Communities’ of Buildings Powered to 
Transform Electric System  

State News   
• States Tap Federal CARES Act to Expand Broadband 
• Broadband Availability Report Finds Eastern States Have Most 100/25 Mbps Access 
• Governor Strategies to Expand Affordable Broadband Access 
• Colorado: Governor Polis Releases Broadband Initiatives Report 
• Kansas: Size of Internet Providers Factors Into Kansas’ Rural Broadband Divide 
• Hawaii: Dbedt News Release: Newly Released 2020 Hawaii Broadband Strategic Plan 
• Illinois: Governor Pritzker Announces Commitment to Digital Equity with $750,000 Investment to Expand Access and Adoption of 

High-speed Internet 
• Maine: Maine launches statewide internet speed test initiative 
• Michigan: New Map Highlights Northern Michigan's Broadband 'Desert' 

Free Wi-Fi Added at 50 Public Sites 
• Mississippi: Mississippi is one of the most under-connected states in America. Why is that?  
• Ohio: Every Day, We're Falling Behind in Appalachian Ohio': Lack of Broadband Hurts Rural Areas 

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/ntia-blog/digital-inclusion-and-k-12-education-impact-covid-19-students-and-educators#contententarea
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/ntia-blog/ntia-updates-state-leaders-national-broadband-availability-map-progress#contententarea
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/other-publication/2020/ntia-and-usda-hosted-hbcu-broadband-funding-webinar-series
https://www.eda.gov/programs/university-centers/hbcu/
https://www.eda.gov/programs/university-centers/hbcu/
https://www.fcc.gov/document/wcb-extends-covid-related-lifeline-program-waivers-through-feb-2021
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-grants-first-licenses-25-ghz-rural-tribal-priority-window
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-modernizes-59-ghz-band-improve-wi-fi-and-automotive-safety-0
https://www.fcc.gov/document/2019-broadband-deployment-data-show-digital-divide-closing
https://www.fcc.gov/document/connected-care-pilot-program-application-window-open-nov-6
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-establishes-5g-fund-rural-america-0
https://www.usda.gov/reconnect/announcements
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/11/18/usda-forest-service-announces-key-changes-nepa-procedures
https://www.fs.fed.us/emc/nepa/nepa_procedures/index.shtml
https://www.energy.gov/articles/us-department-energy-provides-65-million-connected-communities-buildings-powered-transform
https://www.energy.gov/articles/us-department-energy-provides-65-million-connected-communities-buildings-powered-transform
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2020/11/states-tap-federal-cares-act-to-expand-broadband
https://www.telecompetitor.com/broadband-availability-report-finds-eastern-states-have-most-100-25-mbps-access/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nga.org%2Fcenter%2Fpublications%2Fexpand-affordable-broadband%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckbates%40ntia.gov%7C3e610faee77d474f8dc108d88bcd798b%7Cd6cff1bd67dd4ce8945dd07dc775672f%7C0%7C0%7C637413061906127711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BGcROYPKn9sefW3Qh6T%2BhsoNkR9xVUT%2FylgKkSoOwec%3D&reserved=0
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/news/3336-governor-polis-releases-broadband-initiatives-report
https://www.kansas.com/news/state/article247008137.html
https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/dbedt-news-release-newly-released-2020-hawaii-broadband-strategic-plan/
https://spotonillinois.com/il-government/1548486/governor-pritzker-announces-commitment.html
https://spotonillinois.com/il-government/1548486/governor-pritzker-announces-commitment.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pressherald.com%2F2020%2F11%2F23%2Fmaine-launches-statewide-internet-speed-test-initiative%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKBates%40ntia.gov%7C3492c5d5942e48356c0008d88fe2b32f%7Cd6cff1bd67dd4ce8945dd07dc775672f%7C0%7C0%7C637417551111069184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FIfO6OAMPabH3PAVho2Vs9XPKvo2JvWqHsYOvECUOY4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cadillacnews.com/news/new-map-highlights-northern-michigans-broadband-desert/article_42b8844c-9db6-5aff-b366-3187ddcefad0.html
https://www.merit.edu/community/moonshot/communitywifi/
https://mississippitoday.org/2020/11/20/mississippi-is-one-of-the-most-under-connected-states-in-the-nation-why-is-that/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/state/2020/10/29/without-broadband-internet-access-appalachian-ohio-falling-behind/3561276001/
http://go.usa.gov/xU2p8


• South Carolina: South Carolina has Invested $50M in Broadband Expansion in Response to COVID-19 
• Texas: Governor’s Council: How More Texans Could Have Broadband Access 
• U.S. Virgin Islands: FCC Announces USF Support for High-Speed Broadband in US Virgin Island 
• Wisconsin: WCA Report Finds Big Gaps in Broadband Coverage in Rural Areas 
 
Digital Inclusion  
• Pitt, CMU Partner with Nonprofits, School Districts to Provide Free Internet Access to City Households 

• City of Charlotte Invests $3.25 Million to Close Digital Divide 
• Growing Healthy Digital Equity Ecosystems During COVID-19 and Beyond 
• FCC grants no-cost broadband spectrum licenses to 11 Arizona tribes 
• Faster broadband coming to Montana tribes 
 
Regional 
• Smart Regions Innovation, Resilience & Recovery Workshop Webpage 

• Smart Regions Virtual Workshop YouTube playlist 
 
Local 
• Federal, state dollars expand broadband access in rural Routt County, CO 
• Rupert, ID DeMary Library uses grant to expand internet access 
• Broadband Survey Maps Upstate New York Broadband Future 

• Broadband team to look at online speeds 
• South Bend's Former Innovation Chief Returns for 'Technified' Community Planning 
• G20 Invites 2 US Cities To Adopt Global Policy Roadmap 

 
HBCUs/Tribal Colleges 
• NTUA expands broadband access for students, first responders using CARES Act funds 
• UDC partners with Microsoft to provide EdTech 
 
Public Safety/FirstNet 
• Tribal Nations Respond to Coronavirus with Help from FirstNet 

 
• In Rural Pennsylvania, FirstNet Plays Important Role in Pandemic Response 
• Veteran Firefighter Pushing 'Ongoing Education' on FirstNet 
• Samsung, AT&T Announce Rugged Smartphone, Tablet as FirstNet Ready 

General News 
• CARES Funding Vital for Quick Connectivity During Pandemic, Researchers Say 

• Broadband Brings Varied Economic Impacts to Local Areas, States 
• Commentary: Coronavirus Accelerated Funding for Broadband, Now Partnerships Need to Catch Up 

 

NTIA Events 

https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/extra/news/south-carolina-has-invested-50m-in-broadband-expansion-in-response-to-covid-19/article_e0baf9e1-7dec-5da5-ad6b-f4d37932ec8d.html
https://www.reformaustin.org/texas-legislature/governor-council-how-more-texans-could-have-broadband-access/
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-announces-usf-support-high-speed-broadband-virgin-islands
https://www.wisbusiness.com/2020/wca-report-finds-big-gaps-in-broadband-coverage-in-rural-areas/
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2020/11/12/Wifi-internet-access-digital-divide-remote-learning-COVID-19-Pitt-Cathedral-Learning/stories/202011120161
https://charlottenc.gov/newsroom/cityhighlights/Pages/Access-Charlotte-Public-Wi-Fi.aspx
https://www.benton.org/sites/default/files/growinghealthy_ecosystems.pdf
https://www.nhonews.com/news/2020/nov/03/fcc-grants-no-cost-broadband-spectrum-licenses-11-/
https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/faster-broadband-coming-to-trbies
https://narc.org/events/smart-regions-innovation-resilience-recovery-virtual-workshop/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLSHrOewPWg4nd5wUYYLnTyNBaO_CHSXp
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/news/federal-state-dollars-expand-broadband-access-in-rural-routt-county/
https://magicvalley.com/community/mini-cassia/news/ruperts-demary-library-uses-grant-to-expand-internet-access/article_9871cce4-192a-55fe-bd29-05ed61483d75.html
https://www.govtech.com/network/Broadband-Survey-Maps-Upstate-New-York-Broadband-Future.html
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/broadband-team-to-look-at-online-speeds/
https://statescoop.com/south-bend-santiago-garces-economic-development-innovation/
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/g20-invites-2-us-cities-to-adopt-global-policy-roadmap/589352/
https://www.nhonews.com/news/2020/nov/17/ntua-expands-broadband-access-students-first-respo/
https://www.blackengineer.com/news/udc-partners-with-microsoft-to-provide-edtech-for-its-4700-students-and-700-faculty-members/
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/tribal-nations-respond-coronavirus-help-firstnet
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/rural-pennsylvania-firstnet-plays-important-role-pandemic-response
https://www.firehouse.com/tech-comm/news/21162698/veteran-firefighter-pushing-ongoing-education-on-firstnet
https://urgentcomm.com/2020/11/17/samsung-att-announce-rugged-smartphone-tablet-as-firstnet-ready/
https://statescoop.com/cares-funding-vital-for-quick-connectivity-during-pandemic-researchers-say/
https://www.govtech.com/network/Broadband-Brings-Varied-Economic-Impacts-to-Local-Areas-States.html
https://dailyyonder.com/commentary-coronavirus-accelerated-funding-for-broadband-now-partnerships-need-to-catch-up/2020/11/17/


BroadbandUSA Practical Broadband Conversations Webinar Series 
There will be no webinar in December or January. The BroadbandUSA Practical Broadband 
Conversations Webinar Series will return in February. 
 

NTIA's BroadbandUSA program promotes innovation and economic growth by supporting efforts to expand 
broadband connectivity and digital inclusion across America. In this role, BroadbandUSA serves state and 
local government, industry and non-profits that want to expand broadband infrastructure and promote digital 
inclusion. 

Contact Us. If you are interested in receiving technical assistance, please email broadbandusa@ntia.gov or call 202-482-2048. For more 
information, visit our website at broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov. 

 

Follow us online:   www.facebook.com/ntiagov       www.twitter.com/ntiagov     www.youtube.com/ntiagov 
 

To be added or removed from the BroadbandUSA mailing list, please contact broadbandusa@ntia.gov 
 

mailto:broadbandusa@ntia.gov
https://go.usa.gov/xEXzh
http://www.facebook.com/ntiagov
http://www.twitter.com/ntiagov
https://www.youtube.com/ntiagov
mailto:broadbandusa@ntia.gov
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