
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy Corner: Broadband Grant Programs 
By Doug Kinkoph, Associate Administrator 
NTIA Office of Telecommunications and Information Applications 

It has been a busy start to 2021 here at NTIA. NTIA’s Institute for Telecommunication Sciences 
is laying the groundwork for a 5G Challenge with the Department of Defense, our Office of 
Spectrum Management published a spectrum repurposing report full of exciting progress, and 
the National Strategy to Secure 5G Implementation Plan has been released. NTIA is also hard at 
work putting into place the new broadband grant programs authorized by the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021. These programs will help bring historically disconnected regions 

and communities online, with a particular emphasis on Tribal lands, minority communities and minority serving 
institutions. The BroadbandUSA March webinar with go into greater detail regarding these grant programs. As always, 
NTIA remains committed to the goal of connecting Americans to affordable and reliable broadband networks.  
 

Consolidated Appropriations Act Webinar 
BroadbandUSA’s monthly webinar on Wednesday, March 17, 2021, at 3:00 pm will focus on the NTIA Grant Programs in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. Participants will receive an overview of the Tribal Broadband Connectivity Grants, the 
Broadband Infrastructure Deployment Grants, and the Connecting Minority Communities Pilot Program. Please register to attend. 
 
NTIA is continuing to analyze the obligations under the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. Please visit our website and make 
sure you are signed up for email updates from BroadbandUSA to learn more. 
 
 
NTIA Events 
February 12, 2020 
 
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Tribal Consultations 
Time: 1:00 PM Eastern 
The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) is holding Tribal Consultations for input on 
implementation of the Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program (TBCP). The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 provides new 
sources of Tribal broadband funding that can assist in mitigating the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbating the digital 
divide across Indian Country. The Department of Commerce and NTIA are dedicated to expanding broadband deployment in 
unserved areas and promoting digital inclusion. Sign up here. 
 
February 17, 2020 
 
BroadbandUSA Practical Broadband Conversations Webinar Series 
Topic: Data as the Foundation for Broadband Planning 
Time: 2:00 PM Eastern  
The federal government compiles huge broadband datasets cataloguing broadband availability and subscriptions through the US 
Census Bureau and Federal Communications Commission, among others. These can be augmented with commercially available 
speed test data to provide a better insight into broadband access and availability. Join BroadbandUSA on February 17, 2021, to gain 
a fuller understanding of these datasets and how to use data to strengthen your broadband planning efforts. 

BroadbandUSA Newsletter 

February 2021 

https://www.ntia.gov/press-release/2021/ntia-s-institute-telecommunication-sciences-issues-notice-inquiry-exploring-5g
https://www.ntia.gov/blog/2021/ntia-report-spectrum-repurposing-finds-significant-progress
https://www.ntia.gov/5g-implementation-plan
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr133/BILLS-116hr133enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr133/BILLS-116hr133enr.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/ntia-event/march-2021-webinar-ntia-grant-programs-consolidated-appropriations-act-2021#contententarea
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/ntia-common-content/newsletter-subscription
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/ntia-event/tribal-broadband-connectivity-program-tribal-consultations#contententarea
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/ntia-event/february-2021-webinar-data-foundation-broadband-planning#contententarea


 

Speakers: 

• Karen Perry, Senior Policy Analyst, BroadbandUSA, NTIA, U.S. Department of Commerce 

• Bryan Darr, Vice President, Smart Communities, Ookla 

• Lai Yi Ohlsen, Project Director, Measurement Lab 

Visit our Webinar Archives for past presentations, transcripts and audio recordings. 
 

Broadband News and Updates 
Federal News  
• NTIA: National Strategy to Secure 5G Implementation Plan 

o NTIA Report on Spectrum Repurposing Finds Significant Progress 

o NTIA, FDA Pilot Program to Curb Access to Illegal Opioids Online Delivers Promising Results 

o NTIA’s Institute for Telecommunication Sciences Issues Notice of Inquiry Exploring “5G Challenge” on Behalf of 
Department of Defense 

• FCC: FCC Seeks Comment on Emergency Broadband Benefit Program 

o FCC Takes Next Step to Collect More Precise Broadband Mapping Data 

o FCC Annual Broadband Report Shows Digital Divide Is Rapidly Closing 

• USDA: ReConnect continues to make award announcements 

• FirstNet: FirstNet Powers the Future of Emergency Management 

o The FirstNet Network Expands Across Arkansas to Advance Public Safety Communications Capabilities 

 

State News  

• Arizona: Governor Ducey Announces Funding for Broadband 

• Arkansas: New State Broadband Map Provides Information, Helps with Policy 

• Connecticut: Lamont Still Pressing for 5G Wireless Technology 

• Hawaii: Hawaii Officials Push Broadband As Key To Post-Pandemic Economy 

• Idaho: New Coalition, Imagine Idaho, Sets Goal of Improving Broadband throughout the State 

• Iowa: Despite Glitch, Iowa Lawmakers Optimistic About Broadband Expansion 

• Minnesota: How One Minnesota County Got on Track to Become Most Connected in State 

• Nebraska: Nebraska Farm Bureau Cheers Ricketts' Plans For Tax Relief, Expansion Of Broadband 

• New York: New York Governor Proposes Low-Income Internet Program 

• Pennsylvania: State Government Invests In Snow Shoe Township's Broadband Expansion 

• Vermont: COVID-19 Response Telecommunications Recovery Plan 

• Virginia: Virginia Announces $29M Broadband Expansion 

• Wisconsin: Evers Pitches $200 Million in Broadband Spending, Subsidies for Consumers 

 
Digital Inclusion News 
• Illinois to Launch Volunteer Program for Digital Literacy Training  

• Technology Inequity in Educational Resources Impacts Lehigh Valley Students  

• $300K Grant Kickstarts Research for Connecting More Michigan Students to Broadband Internet  

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/ntia-resources/webinar-archive
https://www.ntia.gov/5g-implementation-plan
https://www.ntia.gov/blog/2021/ntia-report-spectrum-repurposing-finds-significant-progress
https://www.ntia.gov/blog/2021/ntia-fda-pilot-program-curb-access-illegal-opioids-online-delivers-promising-results
https://www.ntia.gov/press-release/2021/ntia-s-institute-telecommunication-sciences-issues-notice-inquiry-exploring-5g
https://www.ntia.gov/press-release/2021/ntia-s-institute-telecommunication-sciences-issues-notice-inquiry-exploring-5g
https://www.fcc.gov/fcc-seeks-comment-emergency-broadband-benefit-program
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-takes-next-step-collect-more-precise-broadband-mapping-data
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-annual-broadband-report-shows-digital-divide-rapidly-closing
https://www.usda.gov/reconnect/announcements
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/firstnet-powers-future-emergency-management
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/press-releases/firstnet-network-expands-across-arkansas-advance-public-safety
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2021/01/governor-duceys-budget-focuses-education-tax-relief
https://www.kait8.com/2021/01/13/new-state-broadband-map-provides-information-helps-with-policy/
https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/entry/20210115_lamont_still_pressing_for_5g_wireless_technology/
https://statescoop.com/hawaii-broadband-post-pandemic-economy/
https://www.idahostatesman.com/opinion/readers-opinion/article248533380.html
https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/government/despite-glitch-iowa-lawmakers-optimistic-about-broadband-expansion-20210113
https://ilsr.org/how-one-minnesota-county-got-on-track-to-become-most-connected-in-state/
https://theindependent.com/news/local/nebraska-farm-bureau-cheers-ricketts-plans-for-tax-relief-expansion-of-broadband/article_94a8a066-56f0-11eb-8f3c-cba72cd41d75.html
https://www.govtech.com/network/New-York-Governor-Proposes-Low-Income-Internet-Program.html
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/state-government-invests-in-snow-shoe-townships-broadband-expansion/article_bc7fd490-565c-11eb-a0e1-bb927fed5a2a.html
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/sites/dps/files/documents/VT%20Emergency%20Telecom%20Plan_Final_Dec%202020.pdf
https://statescoop.com/virginia-broadband-ralph-northam-29-million/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/2021/01/13/evers-pitches-200-million-broadband-spending-consumer-subsidies/4149601001/
https://statescoop.com/illinois-digital-literacy-navigator-network/
https://thebrownandwhite.com/2020/12/15/technology-inequity-impacts-students/
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2020/12/300k-grant-kickstarts-research-for-connecting-more-michigan-students-to-broadband-internet.html


• Ottawa County Takes Action to Address Broadband Access and Affordability Concerns 

• Workforce Connection Receives Grant to Purchase Chromebooks for People in Job Training  

• Gov. Kay Ivey Extends Alabama Broadband Connectivity for Students Program 

• Last Mile Enhancement Program Brings Tenfold Increase in Broadband Speed to 40 Ohio Colleges and Universities 

• Cincinnati Bell: 124 Free Wi-Fi Hotspots Installed in Covington, City Moves Toward Digital Equity 

• Proposals Submitted for Jaffrey Broadband Project 

• Williamsburg Begins Distribution for Free Broadband Internet: Who Is Eligible, And Where To Find It  

• St. Mary’s County Broadband Assessment Project Results Released 

• Broadband Initiative Could Make Bristol First Northern NH Tech Hub 

 

Local News  

• Cincinnati Bell: 124 Free Wi-Fi Hotspots Installed in Covington, City Moves Toward Digital Equity 

• Proposals Submitted for Jaffrey Broadband Project 

• Williamsburg Begins Distribution for Free Broadband Internet: Who Is Eligible, And Where To Find It  

• St. Mary’s County Broadband Assessment Project Results Released 

• Broadband Initiative Could Make Bristol First Northern NH Tech Hub 

 
General News 

• Pandemic Sheds Light on Rural Broadband Necessity 

• State Capitols Brace for Cyberattacks, Too 

 
New BroadbandUSA Team Member 

Michelle Cao 
Intern 

Michelle Cao joined the BroadbandUSA team as a graduate intern for the spring semester in 
January. Michelle is currently pursuing a Masters of Public Administration at Columbia University's 
School of International and Public Affairs in New York City, and is focused on information and 
telecommunications policy and data analysis. Originally from Los Angeles, she enjoys running and 
reading in her spare time.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

NTIA's BroadbandUSA program promotes innovation and economic growth by supporting efforts to 
expand broadband connectivity and digital inclusion across America. In this role, BroadbandUSA serves 
state and local government, industry and non-profits that want to expand broadband infrastructure and 
promote digital inclusion. 

Contact Us. If you are interested in receiving technical assistance, please email broadbandusa@ntia.gov or call 202-482-2048. For 
more information, visit our website at broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov. 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIOTTAWA/bulletins/2b1cf8b
https://wrex.com/2020/12/28/workforce-connection-receives-grant-to-purchase-chromebooks-for-people-in-job-training/
https://www.alabamanewscenter.com/2020/12/29/gov-kay-ivey-extends-alabama-broadband-connectivity-for-students-program/
https://www.oar.net/press/last_mile_enhancement_program_increases_broadband_speeds_40_ohio_colleges
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2021/01/15/covington-installs-124-wi-fi-access-points-throughout-city/4172769001/
https://www.ledgertranscript.com/Jaffrey-plans-for-internet-bonding-38280042
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/tech/williamsburg-begins-distribution-for-free-broadband-internet-heres-whos-eligible-and-where-to-find-it/291-ce89b475-1a48-4013-9c2a-9fe4a76f0be1
https://southernmarylandchronicle.com/2021/01/16/st-marys-county-broadband-assessment-project-results-released/?
https://www.unionleader.com/news/scitech/broadband-initiative-could-make-bristol-first-northern-nh-tech-hub/article_8edefc93-8117-5bb8-ad49-e69dbb23c63b.html
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2021/01/15/covington-installs-124-wi-fi-access-points-throughout-city/4172769001/
https://www.ledgertranscript.com/Jaffrey-plans-for-internet-bonding-38280042
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/tech/williamsburg-begins-distribution-for-free-broadband-internet-heres-whos-eligible-and-where-to-find-it/291-ce89b475-1a48-4013-9c2a-9fe4a76f0be1
https://southernmarylandchronicle.com/2021/01/16/st-marys-county-broadband-assessment-project-results-released/?
https://www.unionleader.com/news/scitech/broadband-initiative-could-make-bristol-first-northern-nh-tech-hub/article_8edefc93-8117-5bb8-ad49-e69dbb23c63b.html
https://www.capitalpress.com/nation_world/pandemic-sheds-light-on-rural-broadband-necessity/article_65f0f7da-554e-11eb-b358-9ffb1a0ba663.html
https://www.route-fifty.com/tech-data/2021/01/state-capitols-brace-cyberattacks-too/171452/
mailto:broadbandusa@ntia.gov
https://go.usa.gov/xEXzh


Follow us online:   www.facebook.com/ntiagov     www.twitter.com/ntiagov     www.youtube.com/ntiagov 
 

To be added or removed from the BroadbandUSA mailing list, please contact broadbandusa@ntia.gov 
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