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Phone Audio Option - Mobile Device

 Click on Join Webinar from your email confirmation.

 Download the app as directed.

Webinar will launch automatically once the app is 
downloaded and opened

*If the webinar does not launch, click “Join Webinar” again 
from your email confirmation.

The presentation along with a transcript and recording will be available on the BroadbandUSA website  under Events/Past 
Event on or before July 28, 2021. 



Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program 
TBCP Application Walkthrough

July 21, 2021
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Questions

• Type questions in the Q&A box on the right side of the screen. Questions and 
answers will be available on the FAQ section of our website.

• Overview of Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 | BroadbandUSA (doc.gov)

Presentation 

• The presentation along with a transcript and recording will be available on the 
BroadbandUSA website under Events/Past Events on or before July 28, 2021. 

• BroadbandUSA Past Events

This presentation is for informational purposes only and is intended solely to assist potential applicants in better understanding the NTIA Tribal 
Broadband Connectivity Program and the application requirements set forth in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for this program.  The 
presentation does not and is not intended to supersede, modify, or otherwise alter applicable statutory or regulatory requirements, or the specific 
application requirements set forth in the NOFO.  In all cases, statutory and regulatory mandates, and the requirements set forth in the NOFO, shall 
prevail over any inconsistencies contained in this presentation.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/133/text
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/past-events
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.Presenters:
• Natalie Romanoff, Grant Management Specialist, NTIA
• Vanesscia Cresci, Broadband Program Specialist, NTIA

Moderator:
• Sarah Bleau, Broadband Program Specialist, NTIA
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Agenda

Grant Program Overview

Grant Application Process and Timeline

Pre-Application Submission Activities

Application Submission Activities
Overview of Application Requirements
Overview of Standard Forms

Questions and Answers 



Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program: TBCP 
Application Walkthrough

Natalie Romanoff
Grant Management Specialist

NTIA
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Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Overview

How Much $1 Billion

Who Can Apply Tribal Governments, Tribal Colleges or Universities, the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands on behalf of the Native Hawaiian Community, 
including Native Hawaiian Education Programs, Tribal organizations, or 
Alaskan Native Corporations

For What Deployment and adoption of broadband service on Tribal Land and 
programs that promote the use of broadband to access remote learning, 
telework, or telehealth resources during the COVID–19 pandemic.

When NTIA is now accepting applications for the Tribal Broadband Connectivity
Program until September 1, 2021. NTIA cannot extend this deadline.
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•The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) includes the program’s programmatic 
objectives, grant requirements, and eligible activities 
•Applications must follow the format described in NOFO

•Additional information on the Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program (TBCP) –
including Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS), recorded webinar presentations and 
transcripts, and press releases – can be found on the Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program webpage

Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Resources

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/NTIA.Tribal%20Broadband%20Connectivity%20Program.Final_.OMB%20Cleared.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/grant-programs/tribal-broadband-connectivity-program
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Grant Application Process

Pre-Application Activities

• Verify SAM.gov 
registration

• Obtain Grants.gov 
workspace access

• Gather all 
requirements listed in 
the NOFO to include 
programmatic 
documentation and 
standard forms

Submit Full Application in 
Grants.gov

• Applications must be 
complete and not 
missing documents

• Applications are due 
no later than 
September 1, 2021, 
11:59 PDT

• Applications may be 
submitted through 
grants.gov, email, or 
through the mail

NTIA will review 
applications in accordance 
with the NOFO

• Eligibility Review
• Merit Review
• Programmatic Review
• NTIA will reach out to 

applicants with 
questions on the 
application, as 
appropriate
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Application Window: 
90 days: June 3, 2021 through September 1, 2021

Application Deadline Key Dates: 
•Applications submitted through Grants.gov: Must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. 

Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) on September 1, 2021. 
•Applications submitted by postal mail or by courier service: Must be postmarked (for 

postal mail) or show clear evidence of mailing (for courier submissions) no later than 
11:59 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) on September 1, 2021. 

•Applications submitted by electronic mail: Must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. 
Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) on September 1, 2021. 

Application Timelines
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•Ensure you have an active SAM.gov registration
•May take up to 30 days to reactivate
•An active registration is required to receive Federal funding 

•Ensure you have access to Workspace in Grants.gov
•You will submit your application through workspace on the grants.gov website

•Compile all of the grant application requirements as listed in the “Content and 
Form of Applications” section (pg. 14) of the NOFO

Pre-Application Activities

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.grants.gov/
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An excerpt from pg. 35 of the NOFO: 

How to Register to Apply through Grants.gov

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/organization-registration.html
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Which Federal Forms Do I Need to Submit With My Application?
SF-424 SF-424A SF-424B SF-424C SF-424D CD-511

(Certification 
re: Lobbying)

Standard Form 
LLL (Lobbying)

Broadband Use 
and Adoption
Project ONLY

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Broadband 
Infrastructure 
Deployment 
Project ONLY

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
BOTH Types of 
Projects ✓* ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Application Submission Requirements – Standard 
Forms found on Grants.gov

*ALL requirements for Use and Adoption Project AND ALL requirements for Broadband Infrastructure 
Deployment Project needed if you are submitting an application with BOTH types of projects
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Application Submission Requirements – Required 
Programmatic and Budget Documentation

What Programmatic and Budget Documentation Do I Need to Provide with My
Application?

Project
Narrative

Resumes of 
Key Personnel

Budget 
Narrative and 

Detailed 
Justification

Indirect Cost 
Rate, if 

Including 
Indirect Costs

Documentation
Showing Status 

as Eligible 
Entity

Tribal 
Resolution

Maps of 
Proposed

Service Areas

Broadband Use 
and Adoption
Project ONLY

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Broadband 
Infrastructure 
Deployment 
Project ONLY

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
BOTH Types of 
Projects ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Note: If you are submitting an application with BOTH types of projects, 
you must submit all the above programmatic and budget documentation
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Broadband Infrastructure Deployment Project Optional Items

Certification of Unserved Areas

Community Economic Development Strategy

Request for Extension of Award Period

Pro Forma Financial Information and Analyses

Network Diagram and System Design for Broadband Deployment and Construction Projects

Treasury Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund Statement

Application Submission – Optional Documents



Overview of Application 
Documents
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Required forms can be found as part of the grant opportunity package in Grants.gov

Required Forms and Documentation for ALL
Applicants
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•There are three ways to apply for funds from the Tribal Broadband Connectivity 
Program:
•Funding for a Broadband Use and Adoption Project ONLY
•Funding for a Broadband Infrastructure Deployment Project ONLY
•Funding for a Broadband Use and Adoption Project AND a Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment Project

•All applications, regardless of project type, must submit the following with the 
application in Grants.gov:
SF-424
CD-511 Certification of Lobbying Form
Standard Form LLL

Different Application Types
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An excerpt from pg. 15 of the NOFO: 

Required Forms and Documentation for ALL
Applicants
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Required Forms and Documentation for ALL
Applicants: SF-424

Note: For slides 20-26, we will be reviewing 
the different sections of the Application for 
Federal Assistance SF-424 document. All 
information provided in the yellow sections 
are meant to provide an example. 
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Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program: TBCP 
Application Walkthrough

Vanesscia Cresci
Broadband Program Specialist

NTIA



Requirements for a 
Broadband Use and 
Adoption Project 
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Broadband Use and Adoption Projects Overview

• Projects that promote the adoption and use of 
broadband services, including:
• Affordable broadband programs, such as 

providing free or reduced-cost broadband 
service and preventing disconnection of 
existing broadband service

• Distance learning
• Telehealth
• Digital inclusion efforts
• Broadband adoption activities

Which Federal Forms Do I Need to Submit With My Application?

SF-424 SF-424A SF-424B SF-424C SF-424D CD-511
(Certi-

fication re: 
Lobbying)

Standard 
Form LLL 

(Lobbying)

Broadband 
Use and 
Adoption
Project ONLY

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

What Programmatic and Budget Documentation Do I Need to Provide with My
Application?

Project
Narrative

Resumes
of Key 

Personnel

Budget 
Narrative 

and 
Detailed 
Justifi-
cation

Indirect
Cost Rate, 
if Including 

Indirect 
Costs

Document-
ation

Showing 
Status as 
Eligible 
Entity

Tribal 
Resolution

Maps of 
Proposed

Service 
Areas

Broadband 
Use and 
Adoption
Project ONLY

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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SF 424A: Budget Information for Non-Construction 
Programs 

Note: The numbers used in the budget summary above are only to provide an example. 
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Project Narrative Components (Section D.2.b.iii on pgs. 16-17 of NOFO)
•Executive summary
•Description of eligible entity and qualifications and experience of key personnel

•Table of Funded Project Participants and Unfunded Informal Collaborators
•Resumes of Key Personnel

•Project objectives and activities
•Needs, problems, or challenges
•Project plan
•Project outcomes, performance measures, outputs, evaluation plan, sustainability 
plan

Project Narrative Components for Broadband Use 
and Adoption Projects ONLY
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Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Use and Adoption Projects ONLY
An excerpt from pg. 17 of the NOFO: 



DRAFT | FOR DISCUSSION ONLY

33 | NTIA BroadbandUSA

Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Use and Adoption Projects ONLY (Cont.)
An excerpt from pg. 18 of the NOFO: 



Requirements for a 
Broadband Infrastructure 
Deployment Project 
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Broadband Infrastructure Deployment Projects 
Overview

• Broadband infrastructure deployment projects
• includes support for the establishment of 

carrier-neutral submarine cable landing 
stations

• may involve the construction of middle mile 
or last mile networks as well as 
interconnection. 

• Applicants may propose projects that deploy 
new broadband infrastructure, replace 
antiquated infrastructure, or upgrade or 
extend existing infrastructure

Which Federal Forms Do I Need to Submit With My Application?

SF-424 SF-424A SF-424B SF-424C SF-424D CD-511
(Certi-

fication re: 
Lobbying)

Standard 
Form LLL 

(Lobbying)

Broadband 
Infrastructure 
Deployment 
Project ONLY

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

What Programmatic and Budget Documentation Do I Need to Provide with My
Application?

Project
Narrative

Resumes
of Key 

Personnel

Budget 
Narrative 

and 
Detailed 
Justifi-
cation

Indirect
Cost Rate, if 

Including 
Indirect 

Costs

Documen-
tation

Showing 
Status as 
Eligible 
Entity

Tribal 
Resolution

Maps of 
Proposed

Service 
Areas

Broadband 
infrastructure 
Deployment 
Project ONLY

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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An excerpt from pgs. 18-19 of the NOFO: 

Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment Projects ONLY
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SF 424C: Budget Information for Construction 
Programs 

Note: The numbers used in the budget summary above are only to provide an example. 
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Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment Projects ONLY
An excerpt from pg. 19 of the NOFO: 
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Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment Projects ONLY (Cont.)
Project Narrative Components (Section D.2.c.iii on pgs. 19-21 of the NOFO)
•Executive summary
•Description of eligible entity and qualifications and experience of key personnel

•Table of Funded Project Participants and Unfunded Informal Collaborators
•Resumes of Key Personnel

•Project objectives and activities
•Area to be served meeting Tribal lands definition and unserved households, 
businesses, or community anchor institutions

•Number of households in proposed service area at or below 150% poverty line
•Estimate of total number of jobs and workforce training plan



DRAFT | FOR DISCUSSION ONLY

40 | NTIA BroadbandUSA

Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment Projects ONLY (Cont.)
Project Narrative components (Section D.2.c.iii on pgs. 19-21 of the NOFO)
•Description of how project will incorporate labor standards and workforce plans and 
practices

•Project plan with activities, timelines, and milestones
•Plan for long-term network sustainability
•Description of physical project area and its surroundings

•Photographs, NEPA, NHPA, environmental and historic preservation documentation
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An excerpt from pgs. 21-22 of the NOFO: 

Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment Projects ONLY (Cont.)
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An excerpt from pg. 22 of the NOFO: 

Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment Projects ONLY (Cont.)
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An excerpt from pg. 22 of the NOFO: 

Required Forms and Documentation for Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment Projects ONLY (Cont.)
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An excerpt from pg. 23 of the NOFO: 

Optional Broadband Infrastructure Deployment 
Application Materials



Applying for Broadband 
Infrastructure Deployment 
Projects AND Broadband 
Use and Adoption Projects  
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•Only submit one SF-424
•The estimated funding (field number 18) should show the funding request for 
both projects

•TBCP has a 2% cap on Administrative and Indirect Costs
•This cap is on the total award amount and is not capped per project
•Applicants should calculate the 2% off of the total funding requested              
(field number 18 on the SF-424 document)

When Applying for Both Types of Projects…



Submitting your Application
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•Font: 10 point minimum
•Line spacing: single or double spacing
•Margins: one inch top, bottom, left, and right
•Page layout: Portrait orientation except for figures, graphs, images, and pictures.  
Paragraphs are to be clearly separated from each other

•Page limit: Project narrative is limited to 20 pages single spaced or 40 pages 
double spaced
• If you are applying for both infrastructure deployment and adoption and use: 20 
single spaced or 40 pages double space for each, not total.

•Page size: 8 ½ in x 11 in
•Page numbering: Number pages sequentially

Application Format Guidance
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An excerpt from pg. 36 of the NOFO: 

How to Submit an Application Via Grants.gov
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An excerpt from pg. 52 of the NOFO: 

Application Inquiry Contacts
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Q & A



DRAFT | FOR DISCUSSION ONLY

52 | NTIA BroadbandUSA

Contact Us
.

Name Title Agency Email Address

Margaret Gutierrez National Tribal 
Government Liaison

First Responder Network 
Authority margaret.gutierrez@firstnet.gov

Crystal Hottowe Broadband Program 
Specialist

NTIA, Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program chottowe@ntia.gov

Vanesscia Cresci Broadband Program 
Specialist

NTIA, Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program vcresci@ntia.gov

Adam Geisler National Tribal 
Government Liaison

First Responder Network 
Authority adam.geisler@firstnet.gov

Gabe Montoya Broadband Program 
Specialist

NTIA, Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program gmontoya@ntia.gov

Nicholas Courtney Broadband Program 
Specialist

NTIA, Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program ncourtney@ntia.gov

mailto:Margaret.gutierrez@firstnet.gov
mailto:chottowe@ntia.gov
mailto:vcresci@ntia.gov
mailto:adam.Geisler@firstnet.gov
mailto:gmontoya@ntia.gov
mailto:chottowe@ntia.gov
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Join again for the grants webinar series!

Webinars start at 2:30 pm ET
Registration is required for each webinar and is limited to 1,000 

BroadbandUSA Latest Events

Broadband 
Infrastructure     

Program

Tribal
Broadband Connectivity 

Program

Connecting
Minority Communities 

Pilot Program

April 28 & 29
June 9 & 10

April 21 & 22
June 16 & 17

May 5 & 6
June 23 & 24

July 14 & 15 July 21 & 22 July 28 & 29
August 4 & 5 August 11 & 12

August 23 & 24
August 18 & 19

September 22 & 23
October 20 & 21

Upcoming 
Events:

Past Events:

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-broadband-infrastructure-webinar-session-1a
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-broadband-infrastructure-webinar-session-1b
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-broadband-infrastructure-webinar-session-3a
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-broadband-infrastructure-webinar-session-3b
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-tribal-broadband-connectivity-webinar-session-1a
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-tribal-broadband-connectivity-webinar-session-1b
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-tribal-broadband-connectivity-webinar-session-3a
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-tribal-broadband-connectivity-webinar-session-3b
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-connecting-minority-communities-webinar-session-1a
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-connecting-minority-communities-webinar-session-1b
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-connecting-minority-communities-webinar-session-3a
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/ntia-grant-program-connecting-minority-communities-webinar-session-3b
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Broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/

broadbandusa@ntia.doc.gov

202-482-2048

The slides, transcript, and a recording will be posted on the BroadbandUSA website by July 28. 

Thank you for attending

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/
mailto:broadbandusa@ntia.doc.gov
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