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This document is intended solely to assist recipients in better understanding the BEAD 
Program and the requirements set forth in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for this 
program. This document does not and is not intended to supersede, modify, or otherwise alter 

applicable statutory or regulatory requirements, or the specific application requirements set 
forth in the NOFO. In all cases, statutory and regulatory mandates, and the requirements set 

forth in the NOFO, shall prevail over any inconsistencies contained in this document.



O V E R V I E W
The timeline below highlights the FCC National Broadband Map’s two main components (fabric and 
availability data) and release schedule and is intended to help Eligible Entities conduct the BEAD Challenge 
Process. Eligible Entities must stay aware of Fabric and Broadband Availability Map release dates to facilitate 
the optional “true-up” process and ensure the precision of the data used to make BEAD subgrants.

F A B R I C  &  B R O A D B A N D  D A T A  C O L L E C T I O N  ( B D C )  T I M E L I N E

I M P O R T A N T  C O N C E P T S

BDC-Fabric Integration: Eligible Entities may have access to a Fabric version before it has been 
released publicly on the National Broadband Map. A Fabric version may not be used for the purpose of 
the BEAD Challenge Process until it has been published with associated Availability Data.

“True-up” Dependency: Eligible Entities cannot perform the 'true-up' process to the most recently 
released Fabric until the associated availability data is published.
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Please note:

 Fabric Version 4 (Used for "Availability Data As Of" Dec 30th, 2023) will 
not be available for BEAD use until the upcoming National Broadband Map 
release (~ May 2024)

 Every two weeks, broadband availability updates are made to the National 
Broadband Map (i.e., “Last Updated” Date)

 Fabric and Availability Challenges can happen throughout the lifecycle of 
each Fabric version

R E S O U R C E S :
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https://broadbandmap.fcc.gov/data-download/nationwide-data?version=jun2023
https://broadbandmap.fcc.gov/data-download/nationwide-data?version=jun2023
https://broadbandmap.fcc.gov/
https://broadbandmap.fcc.gov/
https://www.fcc.gov/BroadbandData
https://www.fcc.gov/BroadbandData
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