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This document is intended solely to assist applicants in better understanding the State Digital Equity Capacity 
Grant Program: Native Entities (2024) and the requirements set forth in the Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO) and follow-on policies and guidance for this program. To avoid confusion with the State 
Digital Equity Grant Program with the eligible applicants of States (including D.C. and Puerto Rico) & U.S. 
Territories, this document refers to the program as the Native Entity Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program (NE 
Capacity & Planning Grant Program).1 This document does not and is not intended to supersede, modify, or 
otherwise alter applicable statutory or regulatory requirements, the terms and conditions of the award, or the 
specific application requirements set forth in the NOFO. In all cases, statutory and regulatory mandates, the 
terms and conditions of the award, the requirements set forth in the NOFO, and follow-on policies and guidance, 
shall prevail over any inconsistencies contained in this document.

Disclaimer
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The Digital Equity Act Established 3 Programs

Capacity Grant Competitive GrantPlanning Grant

$60 
Million

The programs outlined in the Digital Equity Act focus on promoting large scale social and economic change 
by centering on digital equity and digital inclusion among the Covered Populations. 1

$1.44 
Billion

$1.25 
Billion

Grants to be used to carry 
out digital equity and 

inclusion activities 

Grants to be used to 
conduct Digital Equity 

Planning

Grants to be used to 
develop and implement 

digital inclusion activities

1. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section I.C

NTIA anticipates making $45,300,000 available for the NE Capacity & Planning Grant Program.

FY22 – FY24 Capacity & Planning Grant Program Funding Source



Application Submission Details
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DE Capacity NE Overview Webinar

Key Dates to Remember

As a reminder, the NE Capacity & Planning Grant Program award process is a competitive process. Applications 
must be complete at the time of submission. 

Issuing Awards 
NTIA expects to begin making awards under this NOFO in Summer 2025. NTIA may issue awards made 
under the NE Capacity & Planning Grant Program on a rolling basis.3

Period of Performance
Native Entities shall expend the grant funds during the 5-year period beginning on the date on which the 
Native Entity is awarded grant funds.2

1. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section F
2. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section III.A.2
3. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section  III.D.7

K E Y  D AT E S  F O R  N AT I V E  E N T I T I E S :

Application Window
The application window for Native Entities opened on September 25, 2024, and closes February 7, 
2025. 1

Note: Award decisions and communications during the application period will be conducted via email. Please reach out to 
digitalequity@ntia.gov if you have questions or concerns.

mailto:digitalequity@ntia.gov
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Application Submission Methods

Native Entities must submit one application either through the NTIA Grants Portal (NGP), by email, or by mail 
or courier to be considered for an award under the NE Capacity & Planning Grant Program.1

S u b m i s s i o n  D e a d l i n e
Applications submitted through the NGP must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time (ET) on February 7, 2025.

1. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section III.C.6

Application forms, requirements, and 
guidance can be accessed on the NGP 
at https://grants.ntia.gov. Additional 
instructions can be found at that site in 
the SDECGP NE Offline App Guidance 
and SDECGP NE NGP App Guidance 
documents and on BroadbandUSA. To 
apply through the NGP, log in with your 
account or create an account if you 
don’t have one.

Online: NTIA Grants Portal (NGP)

Angela Thi Bennett                                    
Director of Digital Equity 
                  
Office of Internet Connectivity & Growth   
National Telecommunications & 
Information Administration                                                     
U.S. Department of Commerce                                       
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW                              
Washington, DC 20230 

Mail or courier

Reminders: 
• All application requirements should 

ideally be submitted in one email 
before the submission deadline.

• The last application version NTIA 
receives will be the application that 
is reviewed.

Email to digitalequity@ntia.gov

https://grants.ntia.gov/
mailto:digitalequity@ntia.gov
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Guidance: Downloadable Templates

In addition to a fillable application on the NGP or application form for those submitting via email, mail, or courier, 
there are multiple forms, templates, and documents available for applicants submitting their applications.

SDECGP NE NGP 
App Guidance

SDECGP NE 
Offline App 
Guidance

Reference Materials to Assist 
with the Application

Download these forms at the State 
Digital Equity Capacity Program: Native 
Entities Page on the NGP.

CD-511 SF-LLL

Standard Forms

Download these forms at www.grants.gov or 
with the Application Zip file.

SF-424DE NE Capacity 
Consolidated Budget 

Form

Download these forms at 
https://grants.ntia.gov. 

DE NE Capacity & 
Planning Offline 
Application Form

DE NE Capacity 
Consortium 

Members Form

Application forms 
available on the NGP

DE NE Capacity & 
Planning Consolidated 

Budget Form

https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/forms/sample/CD511-V1.1.pdf
https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/forms/sample/SFLLL_2_0-V2.0.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/
https://www.grants.gov/forms/forms-repository/sf-424-family
https://grants.ntia.gov/
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If an applicant needs to modify their application before the application deadline, they may do so according to their 
submission method.

If the application is submitted on the NGP and needs to be updated, the applicant should reach out to 
digitalequity@ntia.gov to request assistance on their application.

1) Applications Submitted via NGP 

If the application is submitted via email, applicants should reach out to digitalequity@ntia.gov to request 
assistance on updating their application. Applicants must resubmit the whole application package.

2) Applications Submitted via Email 

If the application is submitted via mail or courier, applicants should reach out to digitalequity@ntia.gov to 
request assistance on updating their application. Applicants must resubmit the whole application package.

(3) Application Submitted via Mail or Courier

Note: Applicants who resubmit their applications via email, mail, or courier should resubmit the whole application package. 
NTIA will review the last complete application package received. 

Guidance: Making Application Updates

mailto:digitalequity@ntia.gov
mailto:digitalequity@ntia.gov
mailto:digitalequity@ntia.gov


Application Sections and 
Eligibility Requirements
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Application Sections

The NE Capacity & Planning Grant Application has eight sections that the applicant must complete. Applicants 
applying through the NGP should note that work must be saved by clicking “Save” in the NGP.

1. Applicant Information

3. Funding Information

4. Certifications and Assurances

2. Project Narrative

5. Consolidated Budget Form

7. Standard Forms

8. Attest and Submit

Key: Covered in today’s presentation

6. SF - 424
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U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Native 
Hawaiian Relations, Homestead & Beneficiary 
Associations List, available at: 
https://www.doi.gov/hawaiian/homestead-beneficiary-
associations 

Guidance: Eligible Applicants

Indian Tribes, Alaska Native entities, and Native Hawaiian organizations that appear on one of the 
following lists prior to the closing of the application window, satisfy the definition of a Native Entity for purposes 
of the NOFO.1

State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section III.B.1

List of Eligible Native Entity Organizations:

U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Indian Entities Recognized by 
and Eligible to Receive Services From the 
United States Bureau of Indian Affairs, 88 Fed. 
Reg. 2112 (Jan. 12, 2023), available at: 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023
/01/12/2023-00504/indian-entitiesrecognized-
by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-
united-states-bureau-of

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 

U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Native 
Hawaiian Relations, Native Hawaiian Organization 
Notification List, available at:
https://www.doi.gov/hawaiian/nhol

Alaska Department of Natural Resources, 
Division of Mining, Land and Water, Index of 
Regional Native Corporations, available at: 
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/paad/17b-
easements/search/

https://www.doi.gov/hawaiian/homestead-beneficiary-associations
https://www.doi.gov/hawaiian/homestead-beneficiary-associations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/12/2023-00504/indian-entitiesrecognized-by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/12/2023-00504/indian-entitiesrecognized-by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/12/2023-00504/indian-entitiesrecognized-by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/12/2023-00504/indian-entitiesrecognized-by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-of
https://www.doi.gov/hawaiian/nhol
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/paad/17b-easements/search/
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/paad/17b-easements/search/
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Guidance: One Application Per Native Entity

1. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section III.B.1.a

NTIA will allow only one application from each Native Entity, whether applying as an individual Native Entity 
or as part of a consortium. Applicants that apply representing an individual Native Entity cannot also be part of a 
consortium application.

Note: If NTIA determines that a Native Entity is participating in multiple applications, this may significantly delay NTIA’s review 
of such applications and may result in NTIA removing that entity from consideration for funding for both their individual 

application and any consortium applications to which they are a party.1

R e q u i r e m e n t s :

A Native Entity may only participate in one consortium. 

Each Native Entity, whether applying as an individual Native Entity or as part of a consortium, is required to submit 
documentation demonstrating it is authorized by the governing authority of the Native Entity to apply for Capacity Grant 
Funds and Planning Grant Funds (if applicable).

A Native Entity applying as an individual entity must coordinate internally (which includes all departments, subsidiaries, 
etc.) to prevent duplication of applications.



Prior to Beginning Application:
SAM.gov Registration
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Guidance: SAM.gov

In order to do business with any federal government agency, an applicant must have completed System for Award 
Management (SAM) registration on SAM.gov. Evidence of the applicant’s registration of SAM.gov is required for 
the NE Capacity & Planning Grant application. 

The Applicant’s organization name and Unique Entity ID (UEI) will be populated based on the applicant’s 
account in the NGP. The applicant should verify this information is accurate. If the provided information is not 
accurate for the applying organization, contact digitalequity@ntia.gov prior to proceeding with the 
application.

Applicants need to provide an exported PDF of the SAM.gov profile of the identified applicant, in addition 
to information on representations and certificates.

The SAM.gov documentation must include: 1) Legal Name 2) Unique Entity ID (UEI) and 3) Expiration date 
of the registration

R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Note: This webinar provides guidance on how to submit SAM.gov information in the NGP. SAM.gov registration must be 
completed online. For offline applicants, registration information must be provided in the offline application form (1.1.1) and 

attached to the final application submission as a .pdf file.

mailto:digitalequity@ntia.gov
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New SAM.gov Users
  
 Applicants who are new to SAM.gov may register their entity or receive a UEI by signing into 
 SAM.gov and selecting “Get Started,” then “Register Entity.” 

 The free annual registration process in SAM.gov generally takes between 3 and 5 business days but 
can take more than three weeks. 

 Applicants should register early!

Guidance: System for Award Management (SAM)

Applicants doing business with the federal government must use the UEI created in SAM.gov. The SAM 
Registration Guidance document provides additional details on requirements and registration.

The System for Award Management Registration Guidance for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Program 
Applicants document provides more information for Eligible Entities on how to access, register, and complete 
required documentation in SAM.gov.

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/SAM.gov_Guidance_09_2024.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/SAM.gov_Guidance_09_2024.pdf
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Guidance: Tips for SAM.gov Completion

Applicants must fill out the “Before You Get Started” and “Entity Information” sections in www.SAM.gov, 
applicants must answer what their goal is in applying for NE Capacity & Planning Grant funds. 

Note: The process for an applicant to get their registration status changed to the "Active Registration" status may take several 
weeks. Once an applicant submits their registration for review, it will have to pass all the required processing and validation. 

Registration must be renewed each year to remain in the "Active Registration” status. 

http://www.sam.gov/
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Instructions: SAM.gov Account

Applicants must verify the pre-populated Organization Name and Applicant UEI are accurate, upload a PDF of the 
SAM.gov profile, and enter the expiration date of the SAM.gov account.

To download a SAM profile from 
SAM.gov

1. Log in to SAM.gov.
2. In the upper right corner of the 

user profile page, find the 
“Download” button.

3. Click the “Download” button to 
download a PDF of the public 
account information.

Note: For NGP applicants, if the provided information in the NGP is not accurate for the applying organization, please 
contact digitalequity@ntia.gov prior to proceeding with the application. Applicants using the NGP must upload an export of 
their profile on SAM.gov, ensuring the active dates of the account are visible. Applicants submitting their applications offline 

must include an attachment of their SAM.gov profile. 

mailto:digitalequity@ntia.gov
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Instructions: SAM.gov Representations and Certifications

Applicants must also indicate if their representations and certifications to receive Federal Financial Assistance 
funds are in compliance and up to date.

To determine whether representations and certifications are compliant and up to date:
1. Log in to SAM.gov.
2. Click “Reps and Certs (Financial Assistance)” on the left side menu.
3. Ensure “Yes” is selected for the intention to apply for “Federal Financial Assistance.”.
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Instructions: SAM.gov Account Information

If an applicant’s representations and certifications to receive Federal Financial Assistance funds are not in 
compliance and up to date, the applicant must submit evidence that necessary steps have been taken.

To obtain up-to-date and compliant representations and certifications:
1. Access the ‘Upload Files’ field
2. Upload documentation to submit evidence that necessary steps have been taken 



Section 1: 
Applicant Information
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Instructions: Applicant Type

Applicants must indicate their Applicant Type and provide formal authorizing documentation that demonstrates 
the authority to make an application on behalf of the Native Entity and designates the AOR.
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Note: NTIA will consider application(s) submitted without the appropriate authorizations and agreements as incomplete and may remove them 
from consideration for funding

Guidance: Formal Authorizing Documentation 

Each applicant and all members of the consortium are required to submit formal authorizing documentation 
demonstrating their governing authority of the Native Entity to apply for NE Capacity & Planning Grant Program funds.1

F o r m a l  A u t h o r i z i n g  D o c u m e n t a t i o n :

1. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section III.B.1

For consortium applications: Appropriate authorizing 
documentation from each consortium member 
demonstrating governing authority of the Native Entity in 
addition to the Consortium Members Form and MOUs. 

For Indian Tribes and Alaska Native entities: Tribal 
Resolution of Consent

For other Native Entity organizations (such as Native 
Hawaiian organizations): Equivalent formal authorizing 
documentation from the governing authority of the Native 
Entity

Signature of a leader within the 
governing authority of the Native Entity

Name of the eligible Native Entity 

Date signed by the governing authority 
is after March 25, 2024 

Reference to the Program being 
applied for

R e c o m m e n d e d  E l e m e n t s :

AOR Designation



25 Internet For All

Instructions: Formal Authorizing Documentation

All Applicants must upload formal authorizing documentation that demonstrates the authority to make an 
application on behalf of the Native Entity, if applying as a single Native Entity or as a consortium. 

NGP Application Tip: If you are missing some of the forms, you can upload the ones you have and come back to 
upload the other forms prior to pressing “submit”. Remember that clicking the save button will save your work and allow 
you to return for edits. Once you, the AOR, press submit, you cannot edit the application, if you need to edit your 
application after submitting and before the application deadline, please email digitalequity@ntia.gov.
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Instructions: Native Entity Names

Applicants must provide the name of the Native Entity or Entities represented in the application. NTIA will permit 
only one application from each Native Entity, either as a single applicant or as a part of a consortium. 
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Instructions: Consortium Application

Applicants must answer whether they are applying on behalf of a consortium of federally recognized Indian Tribes, 
Alaska Native Entities, and/or Native Hawaiian Organizations.
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Instructions: Consortium Name

If applicants are applying on behalf of a consortium, they must provide the name of the consortium in their 
applications. 

Note: The Consortium Name provided must be consistent in the other required application forms including the Consortium Members Form 
and Memorandums of Understanding(s).
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Guidance: Identifying Consortium Members

NTIA encourages coordination and collaboration in achieving digital equity through the submission of an 
application on behalf of a consortium. The lead applicant is responsible for gathering and submitting the 
required information on behalf of consortium members.

1. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section III.B.1

Note: To better organize this information, applicants can use the Consortium Members Form to capture the required information. The form is 
available on the Broadband USA's webpage for the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program: Native Entities.   

Consortium Member Names
Member organization legal name for all members of the 
consortium

Employer Identification Number
Employer Identification Number (EIN) for all entities 
receiving funds

Unique Entity Identifier
Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) for all entities receiving 
funds

Description of entity’s role in the Consortium
Narrative description of how the member will contribute 
to the overall program goals, their responsibilities, and 
how they will specifically benefit from their membership 
within the consortium

Lead Applicant Identification
Identification of the Lead Applicant

Entity Type
Identification if the Entity is an Indian Tribe, Alaska 
Native entity, Native Hawaiian organization, or an 
authorized non-profit
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Guidance: Consortium Members Form Requirements

The lead applicant can use the Consortium Members Form template provided on the Digital Equity website to 
capture the required information.1

1. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section III.B.1

Note: This information circled in red is required for each consortium member. This information includes the ‘Member Organization Legal Name’, 
‘Legal Identifiers of Member’, ‘Lead Applicant’, ‘Entity Types’, and ‘Role in Consortium’ as displayed above.
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Instructions: Consortium Members Form

Applicants must upload or submit the details required from each individual member of the consortium. They can 
use the Consortium Members Form to help stay organized.
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Guidance: Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

If applying as a consortium, the lead applicant must gather and submit MOUs that uniquely identify each Native Entity 
participating in the consortium and demonstrates consortium participants’ approval of the proposed project(s).1

1. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO Section III.B.1.c

Note: Consortium applications submitted without authorizations from each Native Entity named in the application will be considered incomplete. 

The lead applicant is responsible for submitting an MOU or MOUs:

M O U  R e q u i r e m e n t s :

That clearly articulates the specific benefits and responsibilities of each consortium member

That demonstrates approval of the proposed projects from each member of the consortium

That includes a commitment from the lead applicant to stay in regular communication with each member of the consortium 
regarding the status of awards and the progress of the proposed projects

That accurately and specifically identifies each Native Entity consortium member
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Instructions: Memorandum of Understanding

If applicants are applying on behalf of a consortium, they must also submit the MOUs and provide the required 
details for each consortium member.

Note: General application information documents must be submitted as PDFs for both the NGP application and the offline application, unless a 
template was provided in another format. 



Deep Dive: Authorized Non-
Profit Corporation Requirements
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Instructions: Authorized Non-Profit Corporation

Applicants must indicate if they are using a non-profit corporation authorized by a Native Entity to administer 
Digital Equity Program funds on behalf of the eligible Native Entity. 

Note: Authorizing documentation should be in the form or a Tribal Resolution of Consent for Indian Tribes and for Alaska Native Entities, or, 
for other Native Entity Organizations, an equivalent formal authorization from the governing authority of the Native Entity authorizing the 
non-profit corporation to administer DE NE Capacity and Planning Grant Program Funds on their behalf. 
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Instructions: Non-Profit Corporation Authorization

If applicants are using a non-profit corporation authorized by a Native Entity to administer Digital Equity Program 
funds on behalf of the eligible Native Entity, they must provide authorization(s). 

NGP Application Tip: This field will only be visible for NGP applicants that have indicated they will be using a non-profit corporation to 
administer Digital Equity Program funds.  
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Instructions: Non-Profit Corporation Name, PoC Name, and Email 

Applicants must enter the required authorized non-profit corporation information in the designated section within 
the NGP or offline applications, as applicable. 
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Instructions: Non-Profit Corporation Roles and Activities

Applicants must enter the required authorized non-profit corporation role and activities in the designated section.



What’s Next?
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Application Webinar: 
Budget

What Topics will be 
Covered?
• Related Costs
• Consolidated Budget 

Form
• Program Budget Caps

What’s Next? | Scheduled Webinars

Application Webinar 
Certifications

What Topics will be 
Covered?
• Other Funding Sources
• Certifications and 

Assurances
• Final Attestation and 

Application Submission

Application Webinar 
Project Narrative

What Topics will be 
Covered?
• Project Narrative
• Executive Summary
• Planning Grant Funds
• Capacity Grant Funds

Application Webinar 
Standard Forms

What Topics will be 
Covered?
• SF-424
• Lobbying Forms
• NICRA
• Formal Authorizing 

Documentation

Recording Available on 
BroadbandUSA Upcoming Webinars

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/past-events


Additional Resources
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Additional Resources

NTIA will provide guidance, resources, and assistance regarding the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program: 
Native Entities.

SDECGP NE NGP App Guidance

Guidance
Provided guidance on how to fill out the State Digital Equity 
Capacity Grant Program: Native Entities application, 
including screenshots and step-by-step instructions.

State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program NOFO. 

Reference Document
Description of the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant 
Program: Native Entities and all of its requirements

SDECGP NE Offline App Guidance

Guidance
Provided guidance on how to fill out the State Digital Equity 
Capacity Grant Program: Native Entities application, 
including step-by-step instructions for completing the PDF.

State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program: Native 
Entities 

Webinar
Provides an overview of the application requirements and 
discusses the NOFO requirements.

Application Checklist

Guidance
Provided checklist on all of the application requirements 
to complete the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant 
Program: Native Entities application.

Digital Equity FAQs

Reference Document
Collection of Frequently Asked Questions that provide 
insight and additional context into the State Digital Equity 
Capacity Grant Program: Native Entities.

https://www.ntia.gov/federal-register-notice/2024/notice-funding-opportunity-state-digital-equity-capacity-grant-program
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-native-entity-capacity-application-webinar
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-native-entity-capacity-application-webinar
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/technical-assistance/State_DE_Capacity_Grant_Program_Native_Entities_FAQs


THANK YOU
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