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W H A T  I S  T H E  P U R P O S E  F O R  
R E A S O N  C O D E S ?

not requiring broadband service, already being served through an 
enforceable commitment or non-subsidized service, or having been removed 
from Version 6 of the FCC Fabric.

must use reason codes 

W H A T  A R E  R E A S O N  C O D E S ?
specify the reason why an 

unserved or underserved location on the NTIA-approved Final List of Eligible 
Locations (the Final List) does not require service.* 

H O W  A R E  R E A S O N  C O D E S  U S E D ?
EEs must collect evidence 



W H A T  A R E  T H E  R E A S O N  C O D E S ?

Removal from FCC's Fabric

Enforceable Commitment

Served by Non-Subsidized Service

Financially Incapable 

Other Reasons 

No Broadband Connection

No Demand for Mass-Market Broadband Service

Key:

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/DOC_NTIA_Final_Proposal_Eligible_Entity_Guidance_BEAD_Restructuring.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/DOC_NTIA_Final_Proposal_Eligible_Entity_Guidance_BEAD_Restructuring.pdf


W H A T  A R E  T H E  D I F F E R E N T  S U B - C O D E S ?
No Broadband Connection

▪ D: 
▪ B: 
▪ U: 

▪ M: 

▪ R: 

▪ Z: 

No Demand for Mass-Market Broadband Service

▪ C: 
▪ E: 
▪ P: 

Enforceable Commitment (EC)

▪

▪

Financially Incapable 

▪ F: 
▪ X: 



H O W  T O  I D E N T I F Y  L O C A T I O N S  
T O  A V O I D  I N  A  P R O J E C T  A R E A

Separate
Reason Codes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6

Indicate
Reason Codes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6



O M I T T I N G  L O C A T I O N S  F R O M  A  
P R O J E C T  A R E A

Omit
Reason Codes 3 and 4

An EE may omit locations not depicted in Version 6 of the 
FCC Fabric (Reason Code 3) or covered by a new EC 
(Reason Code 4) 

must be listed in the No BEAD 
Locations CSV. 

Except for locations for which Reason Codes 3 and 4 will apply, the EE 
may not omit BEAD-eligible locations (those covered by reason code 1, 
2, 5, and 6) from the NTIA-approved Final List of Eligible Locations or 
prohibit applicants from including them in their applications. 



R E A S O N  C O D E  S T R A T E G I E S

Reason Code 1

Reason Code 2

Reason Code 3

Reason Code 4

Reason Code 5

Reason Code 6

Reason Code 7

Must file an FCC 
Location Challenge prior 

to FP submissionOMIT

NOTE | The EE may not use any of the above strategies for reason code 7 
(financially incapable). The EE may only use reason code 7 after it has completed 
its BOTB round and consulted with NTIA. The EE is not permitted to indicate 
financial incapability prior to the conclusion of the application process and 
subsequent negotiation. 

SEPARATE INDICATE



If a federal entity notifies an Eligible Entity of an EC before Final Proposal 
submission:

object to the new EC and proceed as if there is no EC

R E A S O N  C O D E  4 :  E N F O R C E A B L E  
C O M M I T M E N T S

When using Reason Code 7, EEs must explain how they concluded that the 
utilization of this code was necessary. 

R E A S O N  C O D E  7 :  F I N A N C I A L L Y  
I N C A P A B L E

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/DOC_NTIA_Final_Proposal_Eligible_Entity_Guidance_BEAD_Restructuring.pdf


W H Y  I S  E V I D E N C E  N E E D E D ?

Evidence Objective 

Standard of Evidence 

Possible Denial of Reason 

Note: 

W H A T  E V I D E N C E  M A Y  B E  U S E D ?

Photographic 
Evidence

Attestation by Unit of Local 
or Tribal Government

Attestation by Private 
Property Owner

Evidence of Subscription 
(Service Record)

Network Diagram or 
Speed Test

Land Use or Zoning 
Charge

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/DOC_NTIA_Final_Proposal_Eligible_Entity_Guidance_BEAD_Restructuring.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/DOC_NTIA_Final_Proposal_Eligible_Entity_Guidance_BEAD_Restructuring.pdf


H O W  T O  A C C O U N T  F O R  U L F W  S E R V I C E

determine whether an 
ULFW provider (technology code 70) currently offers service 

notify the ULFW provider 
that it has seven calendar days to respond 

U T I L I Z I N G  R E A S O N  C O D E  5

EEs MUST USE REASON CODE 5 TO INDICATE THESE LOCATIONS AS 
ALREADY SERVED BY NON-SUBSIDIZED SERVICE. 
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