
This document is intended solely to assist recipients in better understanding the Broadband Equity, 
Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program and the requirements set forth in the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), as modified by the BEAD 
Restructuring Policy Notice (RPN). This document does not and is not intended to supersede, 
modify, or otherwise alter applicable statutory or regulatory requirements, the terms and conditions 
of the award, or the specific application requirements set forth in the NOFO not modified by the 
RPN. In all cases, statutory and regulatory mandates, the terms and conditions of the award, and 
follow-on policies and guidance, shall prevail over any inconsistencies contained in this document.

Prior to being able to submit an application for Initial Planning Funds, the Eligible Entity must submit
a Letter of Intent. Once the Letter of Intent is submitted, the Eligible Entity may submit an application
for Initial Planning Funds. You can find a copy of the Letter of Intent Template in the BEAD Initial
Planning Funds ZIP folder. The Initial Planning Funds application must include the following:

Project Summary
Input into NTIA Grants Portal
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Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) Grant 
Program Letter of Intent and Initial Planning Funds Application 
Templates

This item will be completed by the applicant, in narrative format, to provide an overview of 
how the applicant intends to use awarded funds. Applicants are limited to 1000 words for 
their Project Narrative. Further guidance for developing the Project Narrative can be found in 
the BEAD Initial Planning Funds Application Guidance.

SF-424 Application for Federal 
Assistance Input into NTIA Grants Portal 

This form will be filled out directly in the NTIA Grants Portal. You can find a copy of this form 
in the BEAD Initial Planning Funds Zip folder and instructions for completing the SF 424 can 
be found in the BEAD Initial Planning Funds Application Guidance. Applicants are 
encouraged to complete this form as a DRAFT prior to inputting the form contents in the 
NTIA Grants Portal.

SF-424C Budget/Construction 
Programs Input into NTIA Grants Portal 

This form will be filled out directly in the NTIA Grants Portal. You can find a copy of this form 
in the BEAD Initial Planning Funds Zip folder and instructions for completion can be found in 
the BEAD Initial Planning Funds Application Guidance. Applicants are encouraged to 
complete this form as a DRAFT prior to inputting the form contents in the NTIA Grants Portal.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbroadbandusa.ntia.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-05%2FBEAD%2520NOFO.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cjpulidindi%40ntia.gov%7C00775d5c84cb449240e008de13299cbe%7Cd6cff1bd67dd4ce8945dd07dc775672f%7C0%7C0%7C638969266624844602%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ucQ76ZASGeKBw8fpwxD3gu8k54YxhJ1dt9y%2FHeWuwEE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ntia.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-06%2Fbead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cjpulidindi%40ntia.gov%7C00775d5c84cb449240e008de13299cbe%7Cd6cff1bd67dd4ce8945dd07dc775672f%7C0%7C0%7C638969266624870381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TmStnKsjMqYc6ug88v2jI4USdKFopz2Pw7PWlEpNAHw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ntia.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-06%2Fbead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cjpulidindi%40ntia.gov%7C00775d5c84cb449240e008de13299cbe%7Cd6cff1bd67dd4ce8945dd07dc775672f%7C0%7C0%7C638969266624870381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TmStnKsjMqYc6ug88v2jI4USdKFopz2Pw7PWlEpNAHw%3D&reserved=0
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Applicants will create and submit a budget narrative that adequately describes all proposed 
activities and costs for their grant-funded project. Applicants must complete the file 
template (found in the BEAD Initial Planning Funds ZIP folder) fill in all required 
information and upload the file. The file must be uploaded as a Word file, and not converted 
to a PDF. You can find additional guidance in the BEAD Initial Planning Funds Application 
Guidance.

Budget Narrative
Upload by Applicant

Detailed Budget
Upload by Applicant

Applicants are required to submit a Detailed Budget Justification to provide general budget 
information and detailed project costs. The applicant must use the Microsoft Excel file 
template (found in the BEAD Initial Planning Funds ZIP folder), fill in all required 
information, and upload the file to the NTIA Grants Portal. Additional instructions for 
completing the Detailed Budget Justification can be found in Initial Planning Funds 
Application Guidance.

CD-511 Certification Regarding 
Lobbying Upload by Applicant

The applicant must upload a completed form that certifies that the Federal fund have not 
and will not be used for lobbying in connection with this request for Federal financial 
assistance. A fillable Form CD-511 can be found in found in the BEAD Initial Planning Funds 
ZIP folder.

Standard Form LLL Disclosure of 
Lobbying Upload by Applicant

Standard Form-LLL must be completed and submitted for those applicants that need to 
disclose lobbying activities that have been secured to influence the outcome of a Federal 
action. A fillable Form SF-LLL can be found in found in the BEAD Initial Planning Funds ZIP 
folder.
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