The Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives and the
Connecting Minority Communities Learning Network

The Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives and the Connecting Minority
Communities Pilot Program

Through the Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives (OMBI), the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration directly addresses the lack of high-speed internet access and adoption

at our nation’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU),Tribal Colleges and Universities
(TCU), and other institutions, and their surrounding communities.

OMBI works closely with community anchor institutions (CAl), private industry, federal agencies,
and various stakeholders to expand broadband deployment, digital opportunities, and help further
economic development for low-income communities, senior citizens, and veterans. The Office also
provides technical assistance, recommendations, and research on how to leverage investments in
broadband infrastructure on behalf of HBCUs and TCUs. Our focus areas include:

(1) Broadband workforce readiness and talent pathways, and;
(2) Digital learning infrastructure and network modernization.

Currently, OMBI administers the Connecting Minority Communities (CMC) Pilot Program, a $268
million grant program to HBCUs, TCUs, and other institutions to address access to high-speed
internet service. Through this program, OMBI awarded funding to 93 higher education institutions to

purchase internet access services or any eligible equipment, or to hire and train technology
personnel.

The Connecting Minority Communities Learning Network (CMC-LN)

As part of the CMC Pilot Program, OMBI launched the CMC-LN, as a forum for grant recipients,
CMC subrecipients and project partners to share timely information to support program
compliance and success, encourage peer learning, and to identify and lift-up best practices.

To date, OMBI has held regular monthly webinars for the CMC-LN, spanning from Meet and Shares

where grantees share program progress and lessons learned, technical assistance webinars, post-
award oversight, and waste, fraud, and abuse education.

For more information about OMBI or the CMC-LN, please visit the Connecting Minority Communities
Program Page or contact NTIA at broadbandusa@ntia.gov.
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